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SUBJECT: REPORTS OP SRV/LPDR BORDER CLASHES AND TIMBER POACHING 

REF: 77 VIENTIANE 0064 

1 . A LAO STUDENT WHO WAS IN TURN TOLD BY A STUDENT PROM 
THE VIENGSAY MILITARY CAMP TOLD AN EMBASSY OPPICER APRIL 30 
THAT LAO PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY (LPLA) AND VIETNAMESE 
TROOPS HAD CLASHED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ALONG THE LPDR/SRV 
BORDER DURING 1977. THE SOURCE SAID THAT THE LAO GOVERNMENT 
WAS REPORTEDLY SECRETIVE AND DID NOT OPPICIALLY ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE CONPRONTATIONS. THE SOURCE SAID THAT 

THE CLASHES REPORTEDLY OCCURED ALONG THE BORDER IN 
PHONGSALY AND KHAMMOUNE PROVINCES. HE SAID THAT IN THE 
CASE OF THE CLASHES IN KHAMMOUNE PROVINCE, LPLA TROOPS 
WERE REPORTEDLY DEPENDING LAO FORESTERS PROM SRV ARMY 
TIMBER POACHERS. 
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2. A UN EXPERT SAID THAT THE EIGHT SWEDISH DONATED 
PORTABLE SAWMILLS THAT HAD BEEN "LOST IN THE PORT 
OP HAIPHONG" SINCE EARLY 1976 (REF TEL) HAD BEEN 
"FOUND" IN LATE 1977 IN KHAMMOUNE PROVINCE WHERE THE 
VIETNAMESE WERE USING THEM TO CUT TIMBER. THE SAME 
SOURCE SAID THAT HE DAD HEARD STORIES THAT THE 
VIETNAMESE WERE ALSO POACHING TIMBER IN 
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NORTHERN LAOS (REFTEL). 

3. A LAO STUDENT QUOTED A HIGHRANKING RELATIVE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AS ADMITTING THAT THERE WERE 
STILL OUTSTANDING SRV/LPDR BORDER DISPUTES. THE 
INTERIOR OFFICIAL REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE LAO 
GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT MAKE THE SAME MISTAKE AS THE 
KAMPUCHEANS HAD DONE BY AGGRESSIVELY CONTESTING SRV 
BORDER VIOLATIONS. INSTEAD THE LPDR WOULD WAIT UNTIL 
IT WAS ECONOMICALLY STRONGER SO THAT IT COULD 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE SRV FROM A POSITION OF STRENGTH. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN THE LPDR'S DEPENDENT "SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP" WITH THE SRV, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE 
LAO WOULD LIKE TO PLAY DOWN ANY CLASHES WITH THE SRV. 
ALSO GIVEN THE SRV'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, THE REPORT 
THAT SRV TROOPS WERE POACHING LAO LUMBER IS A BELIEVABLE 
STORY. THE REPORTS OF ARMED CLASHES BETWEEN LPLA AND 
SRV TROOPS THUS SOUND TO US LIKE MINOR SKIRMISHES IN 
WHICH THE LAO WERE LOCALLY DEFENDING THEIR FORESTS 
AGAINST "UNOFFICIAL" POACHERS. ROBERTS 
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